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JANUARY 30
INTRODUCTION TO THE ORDINARY WORLD

We are introduced to high school student Cathy Vickers. We learn:

« Her mom works as a nurse. She is oftentimes tired and they have a rough relationship, as
the mom accuses her of doing drugs. Her father died before the start of the book.

- Cathy had a boyfriend, Victor Chan, who works at a biotech company and dumped Cathy today.
- Cathy’s best friend is Emma, who is Chinese.

- Cathy and Emma speak about Carla Beckman, a woman from Victor’s office who calls him.
The two high school girls believe he is having an affair, which is why he broke up with Cathy.

PLOT POINT
Cathy has something that looks like a needle mark on her elbow.

FLASHBACK — NOVEMBER 11
MEETING VICTOR, REMEMBRANCE DAY

Cathy takes a bus to Golden Gate Park, where she is drawing. Vic-
tor approaches her and commends her on her artwork. We find out:

« Victor is in his early 20s. He's
half-Chinese with green eyes; he
knows a great deal about art.

+ The two banter, cute and flirty.

- Cathy draws Victor at his be-
hest. She does so as she imagines
how he will look at the age of 60.

PAGE 8: Emma draws herself,
complete with descriptions
of her clothes and what she’s trying to accomplish with the
wardrobe. It's a cute character back story (graphic-novelish).

PLOT POINT
Cathy mentions Chagall’s Cemetery Gates (left). Victor says
he’s never heard of it.
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JANUARY 30 FEBRUARY 1
REMINISCING ABOUT VICTOR INSIDE VICTOR’S HOUSE
Cathy is now acting as if she’s over Victor, but instead she begins to discuss more about how Inside the house, Cathy begins to describe elements that make up Victor’s character. Among the
they met.

things she finds:

« On their first date, Victor took Cathy flying in his uncle’s plane. Emma came with them. « A bottle of French wine, Chateau Petrus, 1945 (This is not important to the plot, but you can
(There is a comic panel on this page that details Emma getting sick in the plane) find information on this wine. It's worth $3,000 per bottle.)

- Later, Victor and Cathy went to dinner at Angkor Wat (This is a real place, but there is no + A Chagall painting
significance to it in the book)

« Money from France, Spain, Morocco, Algeria, Vietnam and Cambodia
« Victor speaks French, but not Chinese

PLOT POINTS

« Hanging in Victor’s house is Chagall’s Cemetery Gates, which he said he
had never heard of on their first meeting on Nov. 11; the Chagall painting
is worth $610,000.

|
« Victor is an excellent card cheat et

JANUARY 31
THE CALLTO ADVENTURE - JEALOUSY + VICTOR’S HOUSE

Cathy is hung over after drinking Gin & Tonics the night before. The next day, we learn:

« First reference to Eight Ancestors, an appointment on Feb. 1 at 7 p.m.
(Graphics in the center of the book)

« First reference to a new chair
arriving on Jan. 31 between 5 m———r
and 6 p.m.

- Cathy had a very bad temper about breakups; previously she had accidentally set Brad'’s car
on fire after setting off firecrackers in at after a breakup

- Brad is the older brother of Jenny, a so-far unmentioned friend. - The day planner graphics,
which have Carla’s phone
number, a voice mail code

« Victor lives in Haight-Ashbury in San Francisco in a Victorian House.

- Victor is 23. T and other bits of information
(Graphicsin the center of the
PLOT POINTS book) -
« Victor supposedly watches the house for this Uncle, but he receives official Tax Notices ad- ) _ _ 9 1
dressed to Victor; Emma deduces that he owns the house and the plane ' - Inside the leather carrier on his desk, el 3
_ . _ . . _ _ which are also graphically designed materials in the - : |

- Cathy believes Victor is somehow involved in the drug trade: either making them as the lab book: old letters, family tree, a wedding invitation 3
or smuggling them with his plane written in French, old newspaper clippings, a picture - ,1
- Cathy decides to go into Victor’s house when he’s not there of a mother (Giselle), a child (Bianca) and the father, : - ;

taken in the 1940s in Kampong Son. The father is Vic- - A Frp— _ ‘

tor. . —

- Cathy realizes she accidentally stumbled across a = :

burglary, as someone ran out of the house when she ‘ .

originally arrived and knocked on the door.
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FEBRUARY 1
REFUSAL OF THE CALL: EIGHT ANCESTORS

Cathy goes the Eight Ancestors restaurant.
« She encounters a man outside who looks like a hitman.

« An old man talks to her after he crosses the room; he seems to be well known by everyone.

PLOT POINTS
« Victor knows Cathy took his day planner, but he also says he wants his jade back.
However, Cathy didn'’t take the jade.

« Victor has a very bad temper, one that comes out when Mickey Mouse says something
obnoxious about Cathy while they are in the Eight Ancestors. Victor catches the fire crackers
thrown at Cathy and then beats up MM and his cohort.

« Victor seems to silently acknowledge that he did something to Cathy’s arm.
We don't know what.

- Carla Beckman is found dead near Monterey, where Victor took Emma and Cathy
for lunch on their plane ride. (see Jan 30).

« Victor runs away.

FEBRUARY 2
MEETING THE MENTOR: THE MALL

Emma inadvertently becomes the mentor, pushing Cathy to begin the investigation.
- Cathy is shaken after the events from the night before.
- Cathy’s dad was a painter. He loved her quite a bit.

« Emma has a plan to make $30 million by the time she’s 30, hence her obsession with straight As.

PLOT POINTS
« Intrepid Biotech was bought out by P’eng-Lai Pharmaceuticals at the same time Victor
stopped talking to Cathy.

- Victor’s wife Giselle and their child Bianca are from Cambodia (Kampong Som).

- Cathy took the wedding invitation, the newspaper clippings, the picture of Victor + Giselle
from the house (Graphic section).

«In the day planner, Carla’s phone number and four potential passcodes are there. (This is a

direction into the puzzles. There are also GRADES next to clues in this chapter. This is an “A+").

« Victor begs Emma to not expose his “secret project” on her answering machine.
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PAGE 45
CROSSING THE THRESHHOLD
On page 45, we see the 4

beginning of the investigation

(or the Crossing the Threshold 4
part of the story, which leads

us into Act 2: The
Investigation.)
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FEBRUARY 3
FRIENDS, ENEMIES & TESTS (THE INVESTIGATION)

Cathy takes the BART downtown with a sketch she did of Victor, wearing a pendant.
She encounters:

« a veteran
« a Chinese Man selling paper flowers

« a Goth chick panhandling (who Cathy speculates is on drugs)

Cathy wanders into two different places trying to find someone who might know about the
pendant:

- Jade Empire

« Treasure Palane

Eventually she ends up in the My Jong Trading Co., where she runs into the Chinese Man,
where they talk.

PLOT POINTS
« The Chinese Man offers to introduce Cathy to the Emperor, an unknown person at this
point. To do this, Cathy needs to get the kuei tablet, an unknown object.

« An Old Woman gives Cathy a few Hell Bank Notes , money to pay the way for people who
have died. (Cathy has no idea why.)

- Cathy recalls the day she came home to find her father dead in their house

- Cathy next meets the Minister (a relative of Victor’s, she believes), named Tsao, who
wants to find Victor.

- Tsao gave Victor the jade tablet, and has been looking for him for a long time.
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FEBRUARY 4
THE INVESTIGATION: VICTOR’S DISEASE

Cathy and Emma exchange some emails, in which Cathy goes a bit too far and Emma lashes
out at her. Meanwhile, Minister Tsao comes to Cathy’s house at the end of the day.

PLOT POINTS
« Victor is Tsao’s nephew.

« Victor has a disease that won't allow him to live a normal life span.

- Tsao gives Cathy a letter that Victor wrote about her.

FEBRUARY 5
THE INVESTIGATION: THE REST OF THE STORY

This chapter seems to be a compendium of all the facts of the case, with some speculation
from Cathy about Victor finding a cure for ALS, the disease she believes he has.

She decided to break into Victor’s airplane hanger and his office at Intrepid Biotech.

She snatches an identity + fakes an illness to get behind the security doors.

PLOT POINTS
- Cathy goes to Victor’s airplane hanger, where she found a folder market LAFAYETTE ESCA-
DRILLE.

- Cathy finds some loose-leaf copies of Victor’s work behind his desk, before she flees the
building.
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FEBRUARY 6
THE INVESTIGATION: MOVING TO ANSWERS

This chapter begins to take us out of the investigation’s question phase and into the answer
portion of the story.

We're beginning to put all the plot pieces together. This chapter’s narrative happens over
Instant Messenger: Cathy is simultaneously talking with Emma (her friend) and Victor (who
has been missing).

PLOT POINTS
- Cathy and Emma figure out that Victor ‘s work (Telomere Repeats Amplication Protocol) is
about cellular aging.

« Victor admits he got his money from investments in stocks, mines and banks.
« Victor mentions George Wingfield is his friend.

« Victor denies that Tsao is his Uncle or that he gave him the pendant; he does agree to meet
him at 11 a.m. on Friday at the Musee Mecanique.

One interesting point to note: now that we're moving into the re-assembly portion of the
story, there is a brief interlude chapter (Feb. 5: Really Awfully Late, pg. 89) that sums up the
key points in the investigation so far in the form of a journal of Cathy’s longing to speak with
Victor by recounting everything she’s found out.

FEBRUARY 6 (MORNING ENTRIES)
APPROACH TO THE INNERMOST CAVE: REFLECTIONS & MOTIVATIONS

These three diary entries move us from the Investigation into the reflective section of Act 2,
just before the final confrontation takes place. Here, Cathy and her mother put their differ-
ences aside (and Cathy pours out her mother’s alcohol). They reflect on Cathy’s deceased fa-
ther and bond over a morning breakfast (the “last meal”). Emma, freaked out about her
family’s pending bankruptcy, determines that love and friendship is more important than
studying and plans. She whisks Cathy away, taking her to dinner before heading over to Vic-
tor’s house, a stark change. This section begins the final push to The Ordeal.

PLOT POINTS
« Cathy scoops up piles of papers from Victor’s desk

- Cathy and Emma set off an internal alarm and two cops show up. They appear to be work-
ing for Tsao and reveal a great deal of information about Cathy, while talking with each other.
That fact freaks Cathy out, and makes her realize she’s been followed this whole time.

TRANSVIEDIA INDIANA

CATHY’S BOOK —-ACT I

FEBRUARY 8
THE ORDEAL: SPLIT CHAPTER

This is by far the longest section of the book, and it takes us from the end of Act 2 into the
beginning of Act 3.

Cathy goes to spy on Victor and Tsao, who are meeting in San Francisco. There are two uni-

”

formed cops—the same two who have been trailing her, who are identified as “special police”.
She sneaks into the mannequin museum (Musee Mecanique).

The two cops apprehend Cathy. She realizes they are not arresting her but instead taking her
to whomever hired them. They imply she will be killed.

She begins to have flashbacks about her mother, Emma, and her grandfather .

Fearing for her life, Cathy calls Emma and leaves her cell phone on the ground so that her
friend can track her.

The cops drop Cathy off. Jun meets them at the gate, releases the cops from their service and
takes Cathy to see Ancestor Lu. There are well-dressed Chinese men on cell phones through-
out.

Cathy realizes that Ancestor Lu is the CEO of P'en Li Pharmaceuticals, which bought Intrepid,
where Victor works. He's trying to control the research.

Ancestor Lu is alerted that Victor has been trailing Cathy and tells Jun that everything is
proceeding as planned.

Jun crouches behind a door and as Victor comes in. Jun shoots him three times.

PLOT POINTS
- Cathy spies on Victor and Tsao in the Musee Mecanique, where she hears Tsao say that
everyone involved with Victor has to die. She misinterprets this.

- Cathy nicknames the cops: Bud (the older one) and Perry (the younger one). They drive her
outside of San Francisco past San Jose to a large complex outside the city.

« Bud and Perry drop Cathy off at a mansion, where Jun is waiting for them.

« Jun takes Cathy to see Ancestor Lu, the leader of the House of Lu Tung Pin. As they ap-
proach, they come across Little Sister, the only non-Chinese person in the mansion.

« Through dialogue, we find that the old man from the pawn shop is Chang Kuo Lao, appar-
ently an enemy of Ancestor Lu.

- We find that Ancestor Lu is the old man Cathy encountered outside the Eight Ancestors
restaurant
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FEBRUARY 8
THE REWARD

Victor ‘s wounds heal immediately and Cathy realizes that Victor isn't dying. He can’t die.

Victor and Jun continue to fight sporadically as Victor and Ancestor Lu explain the entire
story to Cathy. Victor has outlived his previous loves, always leaving them after a few years
as they begin to age. This includes his children, who have never seen him either.

Ancestor Lu gives Victor an ultimatum: come work for him and Cathy lives, or don’t
and Cathy dies.

Little Sister arrives and Jun, who believes Ancestor Lu is obsessed with curing death to
save the little girl, attempts to kill her but Cathy prevents it from happening.

Lu banishes Jun, and she leaves.
Lu tells Victor that if he attempts to leave, his men will kill Cathy and force him to stay.

However, Emma convinced the police to trace her call from Cathy and they arrived to ar-
rest Lu and his entire compound. Except for Jun, who was already gone.

Victor is arrested as well, although the police say they just want his statement on what hap-
pened.

Cathy and Victor kiss. The murders -- and the plot to kill Victor - is solved.

PLOT POINTS
« Victor was born in 1885, and it wasn't his Uncle in the pictures. It was him.

- Giselle was killed in a car wreck, which meant he got to spend nearly a decade with his
daughter Bianca while she grew up.

« Ancestor Lu reveals he wants to stop death so that Little Sister won’t die; Jun tries to
kill Little Sister to end Lu’s attempt to cure death. Lu banishes Jun from the compound.

+ The police arrive, tipped off by Cathy ‘s call to Emma . They arrest Lu and his entire com-
pound; Jun has escaped.

« Victor explains that the prick on Cathy ‘s arm was a blood test, one that revealed she wasn't

immortal.

- Cathy and Victor kiss.

Feb. 9: Afternoon The Road Back, Resurrection, Return with the Elixir
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FEBRUARY 9
THE ROAD BACK

Cathy is back home, celebrating her 18th birthday with her mother, Emma, and Emma’s
father.

The two families have fun with each other, exchanging stories about their lives when the
doorbell rings. Thinking its Victor, Cathy leaps through the doorway only to find that
it's Tsao. He comes with bad news: Ancestor Lu has escaped.

Emma’s father, Mr. Cheung, extolled a few ideas he and Emma were kicking around in order
to get back on their feet.

Talk turns to the 8 Immortals, and Mr. Cheung begins to list them. The characters that have
appeared throughout as the story emerges.

Tsao, after helping Mr. Cheung list the last Immortal (Tsao himself), says he may have some
money to invest in the Cheungs’ businesses.

PLOT POINTS
« Cathy has returned home to celebrate her birthday with her friend and family.

» Ancestor Lu has escaped; Victor is gone.
«The 8 Immortals (Ancestors) are:
« Chung Li Ch’uan + Ancestor Lu
+ Ho Hsien, the housewife
- Lan Tsai Ho, who looks after the flower sellers
« Han Siang Tzu, the musician
« Iron Crutch Li
+ Chang Kuo Lao, riding backwards on his donkey

» Tsao Kuo Chiu
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FEBRUARY 9
THE RESURRECTION

A FedEx driver arrives just as the party is breaking up. Emma and Cathy anxiously tear open
the package. Inside is a letter from Victor, who writes that he loves Cathy but that he needs
to track down Lu.

He has shed his desire to hide from love. He tells her he loves her and that he will never stop
coming for her.

Emma’s plans are also back on track now that Tsao has agreed to fund a business idea. She is
very excited.

PLOT POINTS
« Victor is re-born, vowing to find Cathy after he finds Ancestor Lu.

- Emma and her father have an idea that Tsao decides to fund.
- Tsao tells Cathy she was born on the First Day of the Year of the Tiger.

- Cathy prints out her diaries at Emma’s request, and tells her to have the investigators calls all
the numbers and look at all her sketches to find the truth.
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SIXWEEKS LATER
RETURN WITH ELIXIR

Cathy’s journey is just beginning. Armed with her knowledge, she can no longer stay in her
world.

CATHY'S KEY
Six weeks after graduating, she left for St. Louis to meet with an immortal named Auntie Joe,
who claimed to have knowledge about Tsao.

Auntie Joe gives her a website and phone number, which reveals that the woman Tsao loved
was born on the First Day of the Year of the Tiger, like Cathy.

Cathy travels to St. Louis where she learns that Tsao is Victor’s father and that Tsao will kill
Cathy unless he can marry her.

She also tells Cathy that her father had been murdered. He hadn’t died of a heart attack.
On the way home from St. Louis, she sits next to a young woman about her age, Jewel, who
tries to befriend her.

PLOT POINTS
« Tsao apparently murdered the woman he loved and her boyfriend.

« The First Day of the Year of the Tiger is significant.

- Tsao is Victor’s father.

- Tsao wants to marry Cathy or kill her if he can't.

- Cathy s father was murdered; he didn’t die of a heart attack.

« Jewel, a young woman Cathy meets on the bus, tries to befriend her after trying to scam her
out of money.
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INTERACTIVE FEATURES

November 11: Cathy meets Victor February 3
A review of the restaurant Victor and Cathy went to on their first date. Cathy takes the BART to investigate a pendent she found with Victor’s stuff. Cathy goes to the
Y http://sfsurvey.com/rd.asp?r=278 My Jong Trading Co. Meets Tsao. Reveals that one of her dad’s friends present when he died
has the name Parkinson.
January 28
Signs of a new research program begin. Victor calls Carla to keep her quiet. Tsao’s Number: 646-218-1289 (Access Code: 2486)
Victor’s number: 415-356-9853 (Access Code: 5555)
N Cathy ) Information of the Hell Bank Notes: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hell_Bank_Notes
January 30 I ——— Victor’s birth certificate signed by Parkinson in the evidence section of the book.

i |

Main Story begins. Cathy notices a strange mark on her arm.

Cathy’s number: 650- 266- 8233 (Access Code: 1234) &::‘Eu. @ BART website: http://www.bart.gov/
i mamn -
(5] Cathy’s MySpace: http://www.myspace.com/cathy_vickers February 4
Cathy and Emma get into an argument. Tsao arrives at her house and reveals that Victor is
: January 31 sick and hands her a letter from Victor.
é"& , Cathy begins her investigation on Victor. Prepares to break into his house.
— 9 Emma’s Number: 650-226-9240 (Access Code: 3030) b February 5
J Emma’s MySpace: http://www.myspace.com/emma_cheung @ & . _ Cathy goes to Victor’s work, gets TEMP paper. Cathy
LS A EEL and Emma make up.
February 1
Carla’s Body is found. Cathy breaks into Victors” house for the first time finds clues about Victor. Intrepid Biotech
Confronts him in Chinatown where Victor defeats some mysterious men in armed combat. http://www.intrepidbiotech.com/index.htm!| @)
) The wine found in Victor’s house: http://www.thewinenews.com/aprmay98/petrus.html February 6
Long IM conversation between Emma, Cathy, and Vic-
Bianca's Number: 510-286-7995 (Access Code: 1111) tor. Cathy makes up with her mother. Cathy and Emma
L E break into Victor’s house which is bugged. They both
You find out more about her relationship with Victor through the marriage certificate in the L escape as Bud and Perry arrive.

evidence section.
Link to the info Emma looked up
February 2 http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2003-01/mscc-mid010603.php
Cathy and Emma hack into Carla’s phone. Cathy prepares to go to Victor’s private plane.
Carla’s Number: 408-236-2161 (Access Code: 1493)
Carla’s Work Number: 408-236-3715
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http://www.myspace.com/emma_cheung
http://www.thewinenews.com/aprmay98/petrus.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hell_Bank_Notes
http://www.bart.gov/
http://www.intrepidbiotech.com/index.html
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2003-01/mscc-mid010603.php
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February 7

Cathy goes to spy on a meeting between Victor and Tsao, but is captured by Bud and Perry
and taken to Ancestor Lu and his daughter Jun. They reveal that themselves along with Victor
are immortals, one of eight and Victor has been searching for a way to preserve the people
he loves.

) The museum where Cathy goes: http://www.museemechanique.org/
) Information on the Eight Immortals: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eight_Immortals

February 8
The police arrive and save Victor and Cathy. The two of them make up.

February 9

Cathy’s birthday. Cathy is visited by Tsao. Cathy receives a letter
from Victor that says that Ancestor Lu has fled. Cathy tells Emma
that she feels that a war is beginning between the immortals.

Chang Kuo Lao’s number: 314-994-1264
@ http://www.luckyfortuneforyou.com/

+ Chang Kuo Lao was the one who delivered the letter
at the end of the story.
« The Shipping Slip in the evidence section in the book
« Lucky Fortune (found by calling Lao’s number)
« Important info given about Cathy, Victor, and Michael Vickers
« Enter their birth dates (and the death date of Vickers) Found by reading the book.
Vicker’s death certificate can be found in the evidence section.
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The following has been excerpted from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steampunk

“Steampunk is a sub-genre of science fiction, alternate history, and speculative fiction that came
into prominence during the 1980s and early 1990s. Specifically, steampunk involves an era or
world where steam power is still widely used—usually the 19th century and often Victorian

era Britain—that incorporates prominent elements of either science fiction or fantasy. Works of
steampunk often feature anachronistic technology or futuristic innovations as Victorians may
have envisioned them; in other words, based on a Victorian perspective on fashion, culture, ar-
chitectural style, art, etc. This technology may include such fictional machines as those found in
the works of H. G. Wells and Jules Verne or real technologies like the computer but developed
earlier in an alternate history.

Other examples of steampunk contain alternate history-style presentations of “the path not
taken” for such technology as dirigibles, analog computers, or such digital mechanical comput-
ers as Charles Babbage and Ada Lovelace’s Analytical engine.

Steampunk is often associated with cyberpunk. They have considerable influence on each other
and share a similar fan base, but steampunk developed as a separate movement. Apart from
time period and level of technology, the main difference is that steampunk settings tend to be
less dystopian.

Various modern utilitarian objects have been modded by individual artisans into a pseudo-
Victorian mechanical “steampunk” style, and a number of visual and musical artists have been
described as steampunk.

Although many works now considered seminal to the genre were published in the 1960s and
1970s, the term steampunk originated in the late 1980s as a tongue in cheek variant of cyber-
punk. It seems to have been coined by science fiction author K. W. Jeter, who was trying to find
a general term for works by Tim Powers (The Anubis Gates, 1983); James Blaylock (Homunculus,
1986); and himself (Morlock Night, 1979, and Infernal Devices, 1987)—all of which took place

in a 19th-century (usually Victorian) setting and imitated conventions of such actual Victorian
speculative fiction as H. G. Wells'The Time Machine.
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STEAMPUNK BOOKS
Soulless by Gail Carriger

Leviathan by Scott Westerfeld, Keith Thompson (lllustrator)

Boneshaker by Cherie Priest
Perdido Street Station by China Miéville

The Diamond Age: Or, a Young Lady’s lllustrated Primer by Neal Stephenson

]
.

STEAMPUNK MOVIES

The Fabulous World of Jules Verne
Master of the World

Time After Time

The City of Lost Children

Wild Wild West

Metropolis

Vidocq

The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen
Steamboy

Van Helsing

The Mysterious Geographic Explorations
of Jasper Morello

The Golden Compass
Sherlock Holmes
The Anachronism

1963
1979
1984
1999
2001
2001
2002
2004
2004
2004
2006

2008/2009
2010
2010



